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The first full week of 2025 is set to be freezing
cold as an Arctic blast of cold air envelopes the
state, officials said.

A blast of Arctic air is plunging into the eastern
half of the United States this weekend, leading to
one of the coldest stretches of weather in years,
according to the National Weather Service. Parts
of the country could see more than a foot of
snow, while sub-freezing temperatures are fore-
cast as southernly as Florida.

The freezing air is expected to make its way to
Connecticut by way of a polar vortex, which is a
large pocket of cold air that swirls in place over
the North and South Poles, and is expected to
push southward. But despite the chilly tempera-
tures, most of Connecticut will be spared the
worst of the Arctic blast, as parts of the Midwest
will see single digits with wind chills below freez-

ing, according to the NWS national weather fore-
cast.

In Connecticut, cold air will bring below freez-
ing temperatures for much of next week, accord-
ing to the NWS.

Temperatures in Connecticut are expected to
reach peak lows between Wednesday and Friday,
as the NWS forecast has the Northeast, including
here, hitting lows somewhere between 10 degrees
and 20 degrees Fahrenheit on those days.

Sunday is expected to be mostly sunny, with a
high near 33 degrees and wind gusts up to 24
mph, creating a bitter cold wind chill. Sunday
night is expected to get down around 19 degrees.
But temperatures are expected to continue to fall
as the week progresses with gusts of wind,
according to the NWS forecast.
— Hartford Courant

Arctic blast grips eastern half of the U.S. this week

Police in Rhode Island removed four
bodies from a West Greenwich home
where there’d been a heavy law enforce-
ment presence throughout the day on
Friday.

Police arrived at the home on
Cheyenne Trail around 10:30 a.m. after
one of the resident’s co-workers called
for a welfare check, reporting their col-
league had missed two days of work.

Authorities said the victims were found
dead upon arrival and that they all
appeared to have suffered fatal gunshot
wounds, according to ABC News in Provi-
dence.

A medical examiner was on the scene
through Friday afternoon when reports
of the grisly discovery surfaced.

Local authorities said earlier in the day

that Connecticut State Police were also

involved in the investigation.

According to West Greenwich Police

Chief Richard Ramsay, investigators were

waiting for a search warrant before they

could enter the home and survey the

crime scene. He later called it “one of the

worst scenes” he’s ever witnessed.

None of the victims have so far been

identified. No further information has

been released, though police assured the

public there was no danger to the com-

munity.
— New York Daily News

FOUR BODIES FOUND WITH GUNSHOT WOUNDS
IN R.I. HOME; POLICE SAY NO DANGER TO COMMUNITY

ast Lyme First Selectman
Daniel Cunningham ought to

be ashamed of himself for allowing
his town to keep on its payroll, for
more than half a year, a police
chief facing numerous charges by
Connecticut State Police.

Not only has Chief Michael
Finkelstein been charged in multi-
ple alleged domestic assaults, but
state police said he lied to them
and charged him with deceiving
them about his possession of guns
and their location.

He is not even allowed to pos-
sess a gun at this point in his court
journey.

According to state police war-
rants, Finkelstein’s fights with his
wife were in part about texting
with a female subordinate, and he
admits in one now-public video
interview that he once texted the
woman about her choice of nail
polish color. It was pink.

He also admits knowing his son
was driving a car, titled in his
name, without a state registration,
because the taxes had not been
paid. I thought police are supposed
to charge people driving unregis-
tered cars and impound the vehi-
cle, not enable them.

Finkelstein angrily dropped the
F-bomb in an interview with state
police asking about his wife’s alle-
gation that he got in her car after
an altercation and refused to let
her drive to report to authorities
his alleged abuse.

He stormed out of the state
police interview and walked unau-
thorized through the police bar-
racks, even as they shouted for him
to stop. That’s now on publicly
accessible video.

Indeed, the police chief’s endless
arrogance can now be watched on
YouTube in a series of police body
cam videos of him, thanks to a
Freedom of Information request by
The Day.

The videos, including those from
East Lyme police, were released by
state police in response to the
newspaper’s request. The town has
been using its law firm to fight the
release of the videos, although that
battle is now largely moot, given
that the state has done the right
thing.

Shame on Selectman Cunning-
ham. Not only is he not publicly
advocating for the firing of the
chief but he is spending taxpayer
money on a legal fight to protect
him from the release of videos of
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Why won’t
East Lyme
police fire
the police
chief?
E

 — Using a brush to put
the final touches on the palm trees
in her beach sunset painting, Gemma
Waido of Norwich leaned back to
survey the results of her work.

“I love doing art,” said the 8-year-
old, who was seated beside her cousins
in the multi-purpose room at Lyman
Allyn Art Museum and appeared
pleased with her completed painting.

Waido, who said her favorite things
to draw are people and quickly
sketched a figure to display her talent,

New London

joined dozens of other people on
Saturday for the museum’s monthly
Free First Saturday event. The
initiative is toward families but open
to all, said Eileen Donovan, the
museum’s director of learning and
engagement.

Museum entry is free on the first
Saturday of each month and the
projects offered as part of the two-
hour art making event are typically
connected to an exhibit. Saturday’s
event was no different. Donovan
handed out notecard-sized slips of
paper to participants in order to

recreate the size of the painting in
the Exquisite Miniatures collection
on display in the museum’s
Glassenberg Gallery.

Exquisite Miniatures is a collection
of fine art created by the husband
and wife team of Wes and Rachelle
Siegrist, known as world ambassadors
for miniature art. The collection of
the couple’s paintings — there are
more than 50 on display at the
museum — measure less than nine
square inches. Most are much smaller
but offer the kind of details found
in full-sized paintings. Visitors are

offered magnifying glasses to inspect
the details.

Kathryn Ardrey, 7, of Waterford,
who was using water colors to create
a stunning rainbow scene with floating
roses, simply shrugged when asked
about the small size of the paper.
Likewise, her friend and fellow artist
Ava Otero, 7, of New London, said
the size of the paper didn’t hinder
her efforts to create the multi-colored
rainbow, stars and hearts. Few of the
children used the available magnifying

SEE FAMILIES PAGE D4

Brock Richardson, of New London, uses a magnifying glass to take a closer look at a watercolor painting titled “Grandeur In Yosemite” by
Rachelle Siegriist, 2013, on display in the Wes and Rachelle Siegrist miniature art exhibit at the Lyman Allyn Art Museum in New London on
Saturday.

DANA JENSEN/THE DAY

Families join for ‘small’ art projects
Day Staff Writer
By GREG SMITH

 — After more than 50 years
of service to his nation and town, Don
Maranell is finally retiring.

At least in theory.
In practice, the former first

selectman and Stonington borough
warden may find it hard to stay away
when his current term on the Borough
Planning and Zoning Commission
expires at end of 2024 after nine years
as a member and four as the chair-
person.

“I’ve said that I’m retiring,” he said,
before adding he is “taking a break,”
because he doesn’t know how to say
“no,” when his community asks for
his help.

With a career that spanned the Navy

Stonington

and being a stay-at-home dad to
running the town and the former
Yellow House Coffee and Tea in the
borough, one thing that never changed
was Maranell’s civic mindedness.

SEE MARANELL PAGE D5

Former First Selectman retiring
after half a century of service
Special to The Day
By CARRIE CZERWINSKI

Don Maranell inside Borough Hall
in Stonington on Dec. 31, 2024.

CARRIE CZERWINSKI/SPECIAL TO THE DAY

Mystic — The owners of the
Whaler’s Inn are proposing to open
a new restaurant in the former
Mystical Toys building.

The restaurant, to be called
Mystic Fish Camp, will sell packaged
and prepared foods, primarily for
patrons to take out, but will also
have limited seating, according to
an application submitted to the
Stonington Planning and Zoning
Commission..

A “fish camp” was traditionally
a primitive, shoreline kitchen where
fishermen could come ashore and
cook their catch, but eventually the
term came to refer to casual
restaurants that served fried fish

and seafood.
According to the application, the

restaurant intends to reimagine
the traditional idea of the fish fry
through the use of local sustainable
fish.

“Food offerings will be primarily
fried seafood with a rotating focus
of species such as sea robin, dogfish,
and scup. House cut fries and salt
and vinegar onion rings will be
featured along with raw prepa-
rations and some more innovative
fish creations,” it states.

The restaurant will be open from
noon to 8 p.m. Wednesday through
Sunday during its first year,
potentially expanding to seven days

SEE FISH PAGE D5

Fish fry restaurant proposed
for former Mystic toy store
Special to The Day
By Carrie Czerwinski

Pursuit of stolen Rhode Island police cruiser ends in Preston  Page D2
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glasses while painting, the method
used by Wes and Rachelle Siegrist.

“It’s not hard,” Otero said. “I paint
every day at home. I even have
paintings on my walls.”

Otero’s mother, Barbara Otero, said
she is a frequent visitor to the
museum’s events and her daughter
attended an art camp at the museum
in April.

“There’s always something going
on,” she said of the museum, recalling
a recent event featuring Puerto Rican
artist Imna Arroyo, who interacted
with museum visitors and talked about
what inspired her artwork.

“It was great to be able to hear from
the artist,” Barbara Otero said.

Christy Stockford of Norwich, the
mother of sunset artist Gemma Waido,
said it was by as her first visit to the
museum’s free hands-on event and
likely would come back.

“She’s just very interested in art
and trying to find ways to express
herself,” Stockford said of her
daughter.

Donovan said the museum offers
a number of different programs and
pop-up events geared towards families
and students. Soon, she said, the
museum will be dismantling the
Basketball Pyramid, a work by David
Huffman, which was accompanied
by 46 fine art prints by 17 different
artists that highlight work of African
American artists. The 650 basketballs
used to create the 8-foot tall exhibit
and part of the Personal to Political:
Celebrating the African American
Artists of the Paulson Fontaine Press,
will be donated to community groups
and schools.

Exquisite Miniatures is slated to
be on display at the museum until
Jan. 26. For information about the
museum and upcoming events, visit
www.lymanallyn.org.

Beverly Sambrotto, of Westhampton, N.Y., creates her own miniature painting in the art
studio after seeing the Wes and Rachelle Siegrist miniature works of art on exhibit at
the Lyman Allyn Art Museum in New London on Saturday. Sambrotto was at the
museum creating paintings with her her sister, Cindy Morlock, and niece, Heather
Morlock, both of Norwich, not shown.

John Kiernan, of Essex, creates his own miniature drawing while in the Wes and
Rachelle Siegrist miniature art exhibit at the Lyman Allyn Art Museum in New London
on Saturday.

Families participate in
Lyman Allyn Art Museum’s
Free First Saturday event
FROM D1

Reyna Snell, left, and her husband, Anthony Snell, watch their children, Aubrey Castro, 6, and Brennan
Coleman, 11, of Groton create their miniature paintings in the art studio of the Lyman Allyn Art Museum in
New London on Saturday. People visiting the museum were able to visit the Wes and Rachelle Siegrist
mini works of art on exhibit at the museum on Free First Saturday.

PHOTOS BY DANA JENSEN/THE DAY

John Kiernan, of Essex, creates his own
miniature drawing while in the Wes and
Rachelle Siegrist miniature art exhibit at the
Lyman Allyn Art Museum in New London
Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025. (Dana Jensen/The
Day)

Gift Card PromotionLocal
Eats

We are launching the Local Eats gift card sale just in time to 
treat yourself and your loved ones this holiday season!

While supplies last, purchase any of the restaurant 
packages below and save 25% off face value! 

Each package includes a $20 gift card to each restaurant.

You may purchase an unlimited number of packages 
– but hurry, we will sell out fast!

Clinton, Old Saybrook, Old Lyme
• Pica Chica Tacos
• Little Pub
• TJ’s Restaurant & Pizzeria
• The Hangry Goose

Pa
ck

ag
e #

7

$64

Niantic
• The Spice Club/Pink Basil/Bleu Ginger
• Constantine’s on the Bay
• �La Llorona Progressive Mexican 

Cuisine
• �Rossa Negra Restaurant  

& LoungePa
ck

ag
e 

#8

$64

Pa
ck

ag
e 

#2 Gales Ferry, LEDYARD, Groton
• Fireside Brick Oven Pizza
• Sunnyside Diner
• Groton Townhouse Family Restaurant
• Mirch Masala
• Valentino’s Restaurant & Pizza $75Pa

ck
ag

e #
1

Chester, Deep River, Essex
• The Village Bistro
• Red House
• The Grumpy Caddy
• Privateers Pizza and Provisions
• Surfridge Brewing Co. $75 Pa

ck
ag

e #
3 MYSTIC, STONINGTON, Westerly

• Pasta Fresca & Piadina
• Rocks 21
• The Back Door Kitchen & Pizzeria
• Cinder
• Vetrano’s $75

Jewett City, Pomfret, Putnam, 
Willimantic, Colchester 
• Uncle Kranky’s Café
• The Vanilla Bean Café
• 85 Main
• Willimantic Brewing Co.
• Oz N BonesPa

ck
ag

e 
#5

$75

Norwich, North Stonington
• Buon Appetito
• Bella Fiore/Modelo Bar & Grill
• Brick & Basil Wood Fired Pizza Co.
• Harp & Dragon
• Olde Tymes Restaurant

Pa
ck

ag
e 

#6

$75

New London, Waterford
• Jake’s Diner on State Street
• La Luna Ristorante
• Tony’s Caribbean Kitchen
• Fat Tuna
• Nana’s Byrek

Pa
ck

ag
e 

#4

$75

Brought to you by

Listed package prices do not include shipping (if applicable).

how to purchase
ON SALE BEGINNING DECEMBER 2

Online at www.theday.com/localeats
In person at The Day from 8 am – 12 noon
(47 Eugene O’Neill Drive, New London, CT 06320)

Sold out
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